
   

 

NEWSLETTER 
Because we are not able to be in our 

building, we won’t be seeing the typical 

Christmas decorations on our altar. This 

year, we are asking if  you would donate a 

“virtual poinsettia.” For the $9.50 per 

poinsettia, we will be donating those funds 

to help our community food banks, such as 

the East Central Illinois Food Bank, to help 

those who during this season are not sure 

how they might feed or cloth their families.  

 

We will be sending out a form you can mail 

to us, or you can visit our website @ 

www.urbanafirstmethodist.org, and mark 

your donation as “Points of  Hope” 

 

With generous support of  people like you, 

we will be able to help many of  these 

families and individuals in our community 

to not only offer tangible things, but hope 

towards a brighter future. We can be points 

of  hope for many this time of  the year.  

December 2020—First United Methodist Church of  Urbana 

POINTS OF HOPE YOUR OFFERING 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 

Online 

www.urbanafirstmethodist.org 
Click “Online Giving” 

Phone 

Text @ 217-469-5642 

Mail 
304 South Race Street 

Urbana, Illinois 61801 

 

Join us for our virtual  

Christmas Eve service,  

Gift of  Gratitude:  

Candles, Communion, & 

Carols,  

Thursday December 24 at 

6:00pm.  
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A Message from Pastor Bob— 

       The Truth About the Birth of Jesus Christ 
The story of  the first Christmas is so beloved that singers and storytell-
ers across the centuries have embellished and elaborated and mytholo-
gized the story in celebration. However, most people now don't know 
which details are biblical and which are fabricated. People usually imag-
ine the manger scene with snow, singing angels, many worshipers, and a 
little drummer boy. None of  that is found in the biblical account. 
Christmas has become the product of  an odd mixture of  pagan ideas,  
superstition, fanciful legends, and plain ignorance. Add to that the 
commercialization of  Christmas by marketers and the politicization of   
Christmas in the culture wars, and you're left with one big mess. Let's try to sort it out. The place 
to begin is in God's Word, the Bible. Here we find not only the source of  the original account 
of  Christmas, but also God's commentary on it. 
  
We can't know Jesus if  we don't understand He is real. The story of  His birth is no allegory. We 
dare not romanticize it or settle for a fanciful legend that renders the whole story meaningless. 
Mary and Joseph were real people. Their dilemma on finding no room at the inn surely was as 
frightening for them as it would be for you or me. The manger in which Mary laid Jesus must 
have reeked of  animal smells. So did the shepherds, in all probability. That first Christmas was 
anything but picturesque. 
But that makes it all the more wondrous. That baby in the manger is God! Immanuel! 
That's the heart and soul of  the Christmas message. There weren't many worshipers around the 
original manger-only a handful of  shepherds. But one day every knee will bow before Him, and 
every tongue will confess He is Lord (Philippians 2:9-11). Those who doubt Him, those who are 
His enemies, those who merely ignore Him-all will one day bow, too, even if  it be in judgment. 
How much better to honor Him now with the worship He deserves! That's what Christmas 
ought to inspire. 
  
Unvarnished Truth 
Luke 2:7 sets the scene: "[Mary] gave birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, 
and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn." 
That verse is explicitly concerned with a lonely birth. There were no midwives, no assistance to 
Mary at all. The Bible doesn't even mention that Joseph was present. Perhaps he was, but if  he 
was typical of  first-time fathers, he would have been of  little help to Mary. She was basically on 
her own. 
Mary brought forth the child; she wrapped Him in swaddling cloths; and she laid Him in a manger. Where 
usually a midwife would clean the baby and wrap Him, there was no one. Mary did it herself. And where usually 
there would have been a cradle or basket for the baby, there was none. Mary had to put Him in an animal's feed-
ing trough. 

Continued on the next page 
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When Christ entered the world, He came to a place that had some of  the smelliest, filthiest, 
and most uncomfortable conditions. But that is part of  the wonder of  divine grace, isn't it? 
When the Son of  God came down from heaven, He came all the way down. He did not hang 
on to His equality with God; rather, He set it aside for a time and completely humbled Himself  
(Philippians 2:5-8). 
 
Unlikely Testimony 
Luke 2:8-20 describes the experience of  the shepherds when Jesus was born. Think about that 
for a moment. Out of  the whole of  Jerusalem society, God picked a band of  shepherds to 
hear the news of  Jesus' birth. That's intriguing because shepherds were among the lowest and 
most  
despised social groups. 
The very nature of  shepherds' work kept them from entering into the mainstream of  Israel's  
society. They couldn't maintain the ceremonial washings and observe all the religious festivals 
and feasts, yet these shepherds, just a few miles from Jerusalem, were undoubtedly caring for 
sheep that someday would be used as sacrifices in the temple. How fitting it is that they were 
the first to know of  the Lamb of  God! 
 
More significant, they came to see Him the night he was born. No one else did. Though the  
shepherds went back and told everyone what they had seen and heard, and though "all who 
heard it wondered at the things which were told them by the shepherds" (v. 18), not one other 
person came to see firsthand. 
Scripture doesn't describe how the shepherds' search for the baby Jesus actually unfolded, but 
it's not unreasonable to assume that they entered Bethlehem and asked questions: "Does any-
body know about a baby being born here in town tonight?" 
 
The shepherds might have knocked on several doors and seen other newborn babies before 
they found the special Child lying in the feeding trough. At that moment, those humble men 
knew for certain that the angels' announcement was a word from God. After their encounter 
with Joseph and Mary and Jesus, the shepherds couldn't help but tell others about what the an-
gels had told them. They became, in effect, the first New Testament evangelists. 
 
The shepherd's story is a good illustration of  the Christian life. You first hear the revelation of  
the gospel and believe it (Romans 10:9-10). Then you pursue and embrace Christ. And having 
become a witness to your glorious conversion, you begin to tell others about it (Luke 2:17). 
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Let’s Celebrate 

 for December! 

Happy Birthday to: 
06—Gwain Zarbuck 

08—Charlotte Burnett 
12—Donald Smith 
13—Lucille Jones 
19—Jonathan Lyon 
25—Christ is Born! 
27—Phyllis Smith 
28—Sue Ambler 
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Wednesday, December 2 
10:30 am— Bible Study with Pastor Bob  
      (on Zoom) 
6:30pm—Worship Planning Meeting via Zoom 
 

Sunday, December 6 (Communion) 

10:30 am— Live Stream Service on Facebook  
 

Wednesday, December 9 
10:30 am— Bible Study with Pastor Bob  
      (on Zoom) 
6:30pm—Worship Planning Meeting via Zoom 
 

Thursday, December 10 
6:30 pm— UM Women’s Ministry via Zoom 
 

Sunday, December 13 

10:30 am— Live Stream Service on Facebook 
3:00 pm— All Boards Committee Meeting 
     on Zoom 
 

Wednesday, December 16 
10:30 am— Bible Study with Pastor Bob 
      (on Zoom) 
6:30 pm—Worship Planning Meeting via Zoom 

 

Sunday, December 20 

10:30 am— Live Stream of  Service on Facebook  
 

Thursday, December 24 
6:00 pm— Virtual Christmas Eve Service,  
    Gift of  Gratitude: Candles,  
    Communion, & Carols. 
 

Friday, December 25 
Christ is Born! Merry Christmas! 

Sunday Service Schedule 
 

Every 1st Sunday of the month—Communion Sunday 
Every 3rd Sunday of the Month—Noisy Offering 

10:30 am— LiveStream & in-person Spirited, 

 Traditional Worship (Fellowship Hall) 

For links to our Online Services and Reopening  
check out our updated website!  

Upcoming Zoom Meetings 
Men’s Zoom Meeting 

Saturdays @ 7:30 am 
Women’s Zoom Meeting 
 December 10th @ 6:30 pm 

NOVEMBER CALENDAR—URBANA FIRST UMC 
Sunday, December 27 
10:30 am— Live Stream Service on Facebook  
 

Wednesday, December 30 
10:30 am— Bible Study with Pastor Bob  
      (on Zoom) 
6:30pm—Worship Planning Meeting via Zoom 
 

Thursday, December 31 

 Virtual Watch Night Service 

CONTACT US 
304 South Race Street, Urbana, Illinois 

217.367.8384—office@urbanafirstmethodist.org 

WWW.URBANAFIRSTMETHODIST.ORG 
Children’s Center 

217.367.0842—ccdc304race@gmail.com 
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Week 1: November 29, 2020: Isaiah 64:1-9 & Mark 13:24-37 
If  ever there was a year we needed Advent, this is the year. We hardly 
know how to describe the year we have lived through. We hesitate to 
reflect on all the mess around us in 2020. All we know is that nothing 
seems right, nothing seems like it used to be, nothing. We need Advent! 
The prophet Isaiah cried out for us, “O that you would tear open the heavens and come down 
… To make your name known … so that nations might tremble at your presence.” So tear 
through the mess, O Lord, and come down to us again. We long to be your people, a people of  
hope. We light this first candle as a sign of  our hope. Hope that you can meet us, even in the 
mess of  our world. Hope that you still see us, though we feel we are lost in the rubble. Let this 
light be the guide that brings us to Emmanuel once more. O Come, O Come Emmanuel. 

Week 2: December 6, 2020: Isaiah 40:1-11 & Mark 1:1-8 
Our lists are long, even in this strange mess where we live these days. And we want to do it 
right, we want to be safe, but we want to be able to enjoy the season. We’ve got work to do to 
put right what has gone wrong, to heal what is broken, to mend the relationships, and to pre-
pare for the company that will come. The prophet Isaiah reminded us that there is work to be 
done. “Prepare the way of  the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.” When 
God comes in, then healing is to be found, but we need to make the way; we need to open the 
door into our lives. So, we light these candles as a sign of  our faith that the God we worship is 
not far from us and that we can clear the way for that God to come and dwell with us. We light 
these candles in faith that company is coming. O Come, O Come Emmanuel. 

Week 3: December 13, 2020: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 & John 1:6-8, 19-28 
We want everything to look nice: the decorations of  the season, our homes with their lights 
and tinsel, wreaths and ribbons. We want to lighten the darkness around us, bring beauty to the 
ugliness that wears us down. We decorate, because it is tradition. Because it lifts our hearts. Be-
cause it makes us feel like children again. We deck our halls because company is coming. The 
prophet Isaiah smiled when he said, “God will give a garland instead of  ashes, the oil of  glad-
ness instead of  mourning, a mantle of  praise instead of  a faint spirit.” No matter how far we 
feel from the spirit of  the season, God promises to decorate us with love and with joy. We light 
these candles as a sign of  our joy in the beautiful things of  this season – not just the things 
that glitter and flash, but the deeper things, the beauty of  the heart and the soul, the beauty of  
love shared in service and hospitality. We light this candle of  joy because company is coming. 
O Come, O Come Emmanuel. 

 

WEEKLY ADVENT CANDLE READINGS & MEDITATIONS 
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Christmas Eve: December 24, 2020: Our Christmas Affirmation 

Advent hope moves us; Advent love leads us; Advent joy stirs us;  
Advent peace stills us, that we might affirm our King Jesus. It is time we 
set flame to this Advent affirmation by lighting the Christ Candle. 
We believe that Jesus is the Son of  God. He was born of  the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem 
of  Judea. He was the long-awaited Messiah whose coming was prophesied. The same 
Jesus lives today in our hearts. He deserves our highest loyalty and total commitment. 
In Jesus Christ our hope is fulfilled; our love is consummated; our joy is complete; and 
our peace is sealed. Rejoice, a Savior is born. A savior is born, indeed. Joy to the world! 

 

 

Discipleship Ministries © 2020 

WEEKLY ADVENT CANDLE READINGS & MEDITATIONS 

United Methodist Men & Ministry Zoom Gathering 
Saturdays @ 7:30 am 

United Methodist Women & Ministry Zoom Gathering 
2nd and 4th Thursdays at 6:30 pm. 

There will only be one UMW meeting in December 
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               RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

On our new website, you can find a direct link to our Livestream services on Sunday 
mornings, send your offering virtually, see past bulletins & newsletters, and check what’s on 

the calendar for church events!     
WWW.URBANAFIRSTMETHODIST.ORG 

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE FOR ALL THINGS URBANA FIRST METHODIST! 


