
   

 

NEWSLETTER  
September 2021—First United Methodist Church of  Urbana 
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Join Pastor Bob this fall as he presents a 
new bible study series, “What’s So 
Amazing About Grace?” 
 
Each week we will be studying a new  
story of  how powerful and life changing 
grace can be, guided by Phillip Yancy’s 
book What’s So Amazing about Grace.  
 
When: Wednesdays at 10:30 am 
Where: Church Parlor and/or on Zoom 

Get Connected to Christ and Your  

Community!  

If  you are interested in joining one of  

our small groups or classes, email the 

c h u r c h  o f f i c e  a t 

(office@urbanafirstmethodist.org) and 

we will get you connected to a leader. 

CHURCH CONNECTIONS 
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A Message from Pastor Bob— 

As followers of  Christ, we are to be flowing with a graceful heart and life. 

We are to see that we have been "Graced"   and  we are supposed to be a 

people who ooze grace to others. The word in the Bible for grace is Kairos 

which means that which causes a favorable regard.   Simply it means a  

person who caused you to have a favorable regard for their life or actions. 

Are you a person who has been graced?  

In Colossians 4:6 Paul, its author, says that God has this special love  

towards the unlovely, the difficult, the least amongst us.  This love  is not 

based on something that is earned but something that comes directly from God.  This is a gift  

given to those who believe in God and appreciate what God has given to them. The person who 

demonstrates this grace received demonstrates this exceptional grace by living it out loud.  This 

does not come from being a good person, for anyone can do good. When we have a good  

relationship with God and realize that gift of  grace given it is then this becomes a reality in a  

person’s life. 

But we must know a person has embraced this type of  grace is not something you can earn; it is 

not something you can buy.  The world believes one can earn it.  The world becomes very  

suspicious of  you when you demonstrate this gracious way of  living. 

We tend to put up our guard when we experience this graciousness from others.  God is the one 

who moves us to those whom we do not understand.  God moves us to those who are displaced 

or out of  sorts. God is the one who moves us to those who are in a strange land, who are  

different. God is the one daring us to walk across the space of  fear and extend grace to others. 

God is Love and those who know God know how to love.  In other words, those who know of  

the grace given to them are quick to extend grace to all. 

We know that faith in God, through Christ, is the only way we can receive this type of  

Grace. Romans  4:6 says that all who believe, in Christ, have been granted heaven because it was 

graciously given to them and not because she was a good person.  Our faith enables us to truly  

receive the grace we are reflecting today.   

We stand in Grace today.  

Because of  Christ, we have been exceedingly Graced by God to be here today. We are in Grace; 

we live in it all day.  We need to be immersed in this lifestyle.  We need to marinate in this 

Grace.  So, when we are around one another we are like a wet mop, or a wet rag dripping with 

Grace.  
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Happy Birthday to:  
 

01— Dani Evans 
06—David Gordon 

06—Michael Reynolds 
08—Jim Atkins 

08—Joyce Smith 
12— Stanley Paul 

19— Michael Govert 
21— Larry Jobe 

22— Betty Little 
23— Eva White 

26— Felecia Freeman 
29— Layken Zech 

 Are you interested in serving in worship on 

Sundays? We want to hear from you!  

We are now using a new online system to 

schedule liturgists. As we test this new  

system, you are able to sign up for any  

Sunday you are available through an emailed 

link direct to you. When you sign-up, you 

will receive the bulletin and scripture the 

week before; please make sure to let us 

know ASAP if  a conflict arises. 

 We hope to slowly implement this tool in 

other service areas such as coffee hour,  

offering, and communion when those begin 

to return.  

If  this interests you, contact the church of-

fice by phone (217-367-8384) or email 

(office@urbanafirstmethodist.org) to receive 

the sign-up form! 

Sunday Morning  
Worship Volunteers  
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Esther Circle  Gathering 
September 9th & September 23rd at 6:30 pm. 

 
We are very excited to welcome Abigail Gast as Urbana First 
Methodist’s new Choir Director! Abby is from Kansas City, 
Missouri and comes to us with a wealth of  choral music knowledge and experience! 
She is currently a student at University of  Illinois at Urbana-Champaign studying to 
receive her Masters of  Music in Choral Music Education.  
 
If  you are interested in joining the choir or sharing your musical talents with the 
church, you can contact Abby at music@urbanafirstmethodist.org! 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW  
CHOIR DIRECTOR  

United Methodist Men & Ministry Zoom Gathering  
Resuming September 18;  

Saturdays @ 7:30 am  

SEPTEMBER SMALL GROUPS 
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We are excited to be able to partner with the Illinois Department of  Public Health to assist in 

hosting a COVID-19 vaccination clinic September 10th, 2021 from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm and on 

October  1st, 2021 from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.  

This clinic will be offering free doses of  the FDA Approved, Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine. You can 

easily schedule an appointment by calling or emailing the church office. Walk-ins are also welcome, 

but appointments are preferred to monitor and safely social distance. Please see the next page for 

more information on the clinic.  

If  you would like to be a volunteer for the clinic and are fully vaccinated, please contact out admin 

assistant, Paige, for more information.  

COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic with  
Illinois Department of Public Health  

Dear Lord, I lift up to you the students, both near and far, returning to their studies this 
week. I ask that you would be near to them. May each of  their classes and interactions 
bring fresh joy and inspiration to their work.  
I pray that, in the midst of  the challenges and fears of  the ongoing COVID crisis, that you 
would grant them the peace of  God that surpasses all understanding. Guard their health 
and their spirits. I pray that our students would develop an eternal perspective and purpose, 
not an earthly one. Help them to see life, and its struggles, through your eyes. Set their 
minds on things above.  
I pray that they would be rooted in your love. Make them eager and unafraid to serve 
wholeheartedly and humbly– sharing the good news of  Jesus through both word and deed. 
Grant us wisdom as we strive to walk alongside and nurture them, that they would be 
equipped to live out your calling on their lives.                                    Tony Campolo Ministries 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL PRAYER 
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Wednesday, September 1 
10:30 am— Bible Study with Pastor Bob 
6:30 pm— Urbana First Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday, September 5th  
Communion Sunday  
10:30 am— In-person service & livestream  

Monday, September 6th 

Labor Day, Office Closed  

Wednesday, September 8 
10:30 am— Bible Study with Pastor Bob 
5:00-9:00 pm— Community Health Clinic 
6:30 pm— Urbana First Choir Rehearsal  
 

Thursday, September 9 

6:30 pm— UM Women’s Ministry 

Friday, September 10 

10:00am-4:00pm —Vaccination Clinic w IDPH  

Saturday, September 11 
7:30 am— UMM Morning Meeting (Zoom) 

Sunday, September 12 

10:30 am— In-person service & livestream 
11:35 am— Advent Planning Meeting   

Tuesday, September 14 

5:00-9:00 pm— Community Health Clinic  

Wednesday, September 15 
10:30 am— Bible Study with Pastor Bob  
5:00-9:00 pm— Community Health Clinic 
6:30 pm— Urbana First Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday Service Schedule 
 

Every 1st Sunday of  the month—
Communion Sunday 

10:30 am— In-Person & LiveStream 

www.urbanafirstmethodist.org 

Masks Required 
Due to the rise in COVID-19 cases 
and variant strains, we are requiring 
all people, regardless of  vaccination 
status, to wear masks while in the 

church bulding.  

SEPTEMBER CALENDAR—URBANA FIRST UMC 
Saturday, September 18 
7:30 am— UMM Morning Meeting Resumes     
     (Zoom) 

9:00 am— District Event on Cultures @ Faith      
     United Methodist in Champaign 

Sunday, September 19 

10:30 am— In-person service & livestream  

Wednesday, September 22 
10:30 am— Bible Study with Pastor Bob 
5:00-9:00 pm— Community Health Clinic  
6:30 pm— Urbana First Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, September 23 

6:30 pm— UM Women’s Ministry 
6:30 pm— Men’s Group Wing Night at Hickory 
     River in Urbana 

Saturday, September 25 
7:30 am— UMM Morning Meeting (Zoom) 

Sunday, September 26 

10:30 am— In-person service & livestream  

Tuesday, September 28 

5:00-9:00 pm— Community Health Clinic  

Wednesday, September 29 
10:30 am— Bible Study with Pastor Bob  
5:00-9:00 pm— Community Health Clinic 
6:30 pm— Urbana First Choir Rehearsal 

 

*Weekly Worship Planning Meeting Time is TBA 
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CONTACT US 

304 South Race Street,  
Urbana, Illinois 

—217.367.8384— 
office@urbanafirstmethodist.org 

WWW.URBANAFIRSTMETHODIST.ORG 


