
   

 

NEWSLETTER 
 

Holy One, 
For all of  the ways you speak to 

us – 
in rushing wind, 

in dancing flames, 
in words we understand, 
and in all that transcends 

language, 
we give thanks. 

Give us courage to speak your 
love, 

everywhere we go, 
to everyone we meet. 

Amen.  

May 2021—First United Methodist Church of  Urbana 
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A Message from Pastor Bob— 
Dear Urbana First Methodist Church Family and Friends, 

A Mother is a person who takes time to nurture someone who may not 

even be their birth child. This person may be the only one who does so 

much struggling, just to keep the children they love happy and help them 

fulfill their dreams. In all circumstances they earmark enough time for 

children and that makes it feel a difficult task to write a Mother’s Day 

message this year.  As I look over my own life I have found many individ-

uals who were not my natural mother, but people who chose to look after 

me and encourage me to become the person I am today.   

Mothers are the sweetest gift from God to us. There is no way we can ever really thank them for 

all they have done for us; nevertheless we must make it a habit to keep reminding ourselves of  the 

various sacrifices they made while raising us. Mother's Day is the best time to say in words how 

much you love and care for them. 

Make your Mother's Day bright by sending them your warmest and heartfelt messages of  love.  

Write a letter to those who are still with you to let them know how much you appreciate their care 

for you. Come on...don't be shy. Think of  some beautiful words, for we all owe them a big Thank 

You !! 

M is for the million things she gave me,  

O means only that she’s growing old, 

T is for the tears she shed to save me,  

H is for her heart of  purest gold; 

E is for her eyes, with love-light shining,  

R means right, and right she’ll always be, 

Put them all together, they spell MOTHER A word that means the world to me. 

Join us the coming May 9, 2021 as we Celebrate those persons who have impacted our lives with care and love.  

UM Women & Ministry Zoom Gathering 
May 13th & May 27th at 6:30 pm. 
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U.S. President Woodrow Wilson declared May 8,1914, the 

second Sunday in May, as a special day to honor the nation's 

mothers, especially those who had lost their sons to war.  

Anna Marie Jarvis and fellow members of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church led the charge to make Mother's Day an 

official observance. When Andrew's Methodist Church of 

Grafton, W.Va., held the state's first official Mother's Day on May 10, 1908, Jarvis marked the victory by bringing 

in 500 carnations, honoring her late mother, who had been a leader in the initial efforts to mark the occasion.  

Though gift- and card-buying and secular activities abound, the church still plays a prominent role in Mother's 

Day. Different, often regional, traditions are deep-rooted, and woe to the pastor who decides to ignore those most 

special to his or her flock. This raises some thorny questions about how to keep the focus on worshipping God, 

while celebrating and honoring the gifts of mothers. 

The answer seems obvious: Just turn to the Bible. We hardly have to turn a page before encountering Eve, the 

mother of all, in the second chapter of Genesis.  When we do meet Eve, who doesn't get a name until near the end 

of her story, we are introduced to a jarring reality: There are scant tender  moments or lovingly sentimental words. 

For the most part, biblical mothers face daunting hardships, and many were smart, savvy and occasionally, ruthless. 

The majority of accounts in the Hebrew Scriptures involve the relationship of mothers and sons and questions of 

power and dynasty. With the exception of Mary, mother of Jesus, the Christian texts offer few developed stories 

involving motherhood. 

Ruth is also the second of five women noted in Matthew's genealogy of Jesus all are Gentiles or have some kind of 

irregular situation in their pasts. The  story of Ruth begins in the village of Bethlehem during the time of the  

Judges. A family of four--father, mother and two sons--flees to the neighboring country of Moab because of a 

famine. The husband dies and the two sons marry Moabite women, one named Orpah and the  other Ruth. After 

about 10 years, both sons die, too, leaving the woman, Naomi, whose name means "sweetness,” bereft.  Naomi 

hears that the famine in Bethlehem is over and decides to go home. She tries to send both young   women back to 

their mother's house. She blesses and kisses her daughters-in-law and everyone weeps. First, both insist on going 

back with Naomi. She firmly commands them to stay, that all is bitter; the hand of the Lord has turned against her. 

She can offer them no hope 

for a future.  Orpah obeys and 

turns back. Ruth makes her 

famous declaration of loyalty, 

so often misused in weddings. 

"Where you go, I will go, 

where you lodge, I will lodge; 

your people shall be my  

people, and your God my 

God," is a young woman's 

pledge to a mother-in-law who 

could offer her nothing in re-

turn. 

Mission Minded Mothers: 
 Not A Job for the Faint of Heart 

Biblical figures Ruth and mother-in-law Naomi are depicted as strong, caring women by painter Sandy Freckleton Gagon.  
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As the story unfolds, Ruth is a model of faith-

fulness and God's self-giving love. The women 

arrive in Bethlehem, just in time for the barley   

harvest. Ruth asks permission to glean in the 

fields, a form of charity guaranteed the poor by 

Israelite law. The ensuing tale is one of the best 

loved in the Bible. The field just      happens to   

belong to Boaz, one of Naomi's relatives on her 

husband's side of the family. Boaz notices the 

industrious young woman and makes sure she 

is cared for during the barley and wheat  

harvests. 

Naomi is not above a little scheming herself 

and coaches Ruth to approach Boaz on the threshing floor at night. The Hebrew has some interesting double  

entendres here, and no one can say exactly what happens. Come morning Boaz sends Ruth back to Naomi with six 

measures of barley.  All good stories have tension, and Ruth is no exception. Boaz knows he is second in line as 

the next-of-kin to redeem the property of his dead kinsman, including Ruth. The first in line is ready to claim the 

property, but when he learns that she is part of the package, declines. The way is cleared for Boaz and Ruth to 

marry. 

The name of the Lord is not invoked often in this story, but it is in Ruth 4:13, which notes the Lord made her  

conceive. The baby is a boy, Obed. The women of the neighborhood celebrate and bless the Lord who has  

remembered Naomi: "He shall be a restorer to you in your old age; for the daughter-in-law who loves you, who is 

more to you than seven sons, has born him."  The family scene ends tenderly with Naomi holding the baby in her 

bosom as his nurse. The action shifts to the concluding genealogy: Obed as the father of Jesse, the father of David, 

and the beginning of a royal family, a kingdom, and a place in the ancestry of Jesus. 

*Joan LaBarr is a retired elder and former director of communication for the North Texas Annual (regional) Conference 

 United Methodist Men & Ministry  
Zoom Gathering 

Saturdays @ 7:30 am 
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Sunday, May 2  
10:30 am— In-person service & livestream on 
Facebook 

Wednesday, May 5 

10:30 am— Bible Study with Pastor Bob  
6:30pm—Worship Planning Meeting  

Thursday, May 6 

7:30 pm— Discipleship Class  (in-person) 

Sunday, May 9 Mother’s Day  
10:30 am— In-person service & 
livestream on Facebook  [Baptism 
Day] 
 

Wednesday, May 12 
10:30 am— Bible Study with Pastor Bob  
6:30pm— Worship Planning Meeting  

Thursday, May 13 

6:30 pm— UM Women’s Ministry 
7:30 pm— Discipleship Class (in-person)  

Sunday, May 16 

10:30 am— In-person service & livestream on 
Facebook [Baptism Day] 
 

Wednesday, May 19 

10:30 am— Bible Study with Pastor Bob  
6:30 pm— Worship Planning Meeting  
 

Thursday, May 20 

7:30 pm— Discipleship Class (in-person)  

Sunday Service Schedule 
 

Every 1st Sunday of the month—Communion Sunday 
Every 3rd Sunday of the Month—Noisy Offering 

10:30 am— In-Person & LiveStream 

www.urbanafirstmethodist.org 

Upcoming Zoom Meetings 
Men’s Zoom Meeting 

Saturdays @ 7:30 am 
Women’s Zoom Meeting 

 Thursday, May 13th & May 27th  
@ 6:30 pm 

MAY CALENDAR—URBANA FIRST UMC 
Sunday, May 23 

10:30 am— In-person service & livestream on 
Facebook 

4:00 pm— All Church Board Meeting 

Wednesday, May 26 
10:30 am— Bible Study with Pastor Bob  
6:30pm— Worship Planning Meeting  

Thursday, May 27 

6:30 pm— UM Women’s Ministry 
7:30 pm— Discipleship Class (in-person)  

Sunday, May 30 Youth Sunday/Pentecost 
10:30 am— In-person service & livestream on 
Facebook 

 

Happy Birthday to:  
06—Anne Brown 
10—John Gordon 
14—Jim Kaiser 

15— Jennifer Lyon 
16— Cindy Duffy 
26— Caleb Lee 

28— Scott Lopeman 
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